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In 2001 United State esentative Jlm Kolbe introduced legislation to Congress to ellmmate the peqn
coin in most transactions. Although thls legislation failed, there are still consistent calls to eliminate the L&K‘J
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seven sourc s, including the introductory information for each source. Then
synthesnze information from at least three of the sources and incorporate it into a coherent, well-written
essay that develops a position on vshether or not the penny coin should be eliminated. \léi /l\[o

o v G

e the sources to illustrate and support your reasoning. Avoid
merely summdrizing tlie sources. Tndicate clearly which sources you are drawing from, whether through ?\) (\\\)( )

direct quotation, paraphrase, or summary. You may cite the sources as Source A, Source B, etc. or by 0; D‘[v"’
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Source A

Lewis, Ma@%nné.” Forbesg-n 5 July 2002. 8
February

(\} \’( <http://www.forbes.com/2002/07/05/0705penny.htm>. K o,jn\)/\
0

ocuses on business an¥) the United States

i}

The following is an excerpt from an online edition of a magazine t

C?Eonomy.

o
l\ha_w;{ork—Almost a year has passed now since U.S. Rep. Iim Kolbe made headlines by introducin@ his M} &;H
-, bill, yet thes@e—cem coins continue 0 jingleAidelessly i peo%:s pockets. Can nobody rid America of this P
copper-coat rge? id e g
0)‘"5@\‘\\{ PP g WS (\lh(' ;l\"\{, of gL NS, % \\@Sa it (

Kolbe, an Arizona Republicz:gb doing his bes his proposed Legal Tender-Modernization Act is

i et : : e (2
languishing in a subcommittep. The bill would n6 pennies, but merel@&c{%xza_gg:_ilﬂ@by blishing a ué
system under which cash transactions would be rounded up or down. That would rénder the penny unn;:cessary.

E — 173
S practi 551 s ains Neena Moorjani, Kolbe’s press secretary. But%y
tatty 1 A y of

Up until 1982, pennies were made mostl Dper;
opper mixed in Tor appearance’s sake. L,‘/m A

Just last week, two lawmakers from e\ teer State tr_qc_iuced a resolution commemorating the L
.,/ 20th anni of the zinc-based penny\ Fans of this coin note snidely that Kolbe”s home state of Arizona is 4 |
vxs rich (r}fj:_;p_—g_’gr;—;hlch makes up a bigger\percentage of the Targer-denomination coins that might be more heavily p@f'
&@ used 1T The penny were discontinued. Kolbe also favors replacinig paper dollar bilfs with longer-lasting $1 coins— Cof

o o O S P
and as it happens, the Sacagawea “golden dollar” introduced two years ago is made mostly of copper. . . .

3 erhaps the University of P, ylvania’s p st@ﬁviw_harton Schoo Id take the lead in studying thislissue |
A and determining which §ourse makes the bebt eco ic sense. That would only be appropriate, because this school E ‘ !\ .

it dod A

/1\9 ““ original]y\v\g\s endowed by Gilded Age industrialist Joseph Wharton, who got rich by cornering the market for nickel ¥l

——
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Source B

Kahn, Rig”"*Penny Pinchers”Globe.com 9 October 2005.
10 February 2006 -
p‘\ﬁ ( <httpil/ - ws/local/massachusetts/ar
X\ 6 ticleg/2005-0709 permy_pinchers/>.
W g}oﬂ‘”\/)
cerpted %ttcle published in ll@nlme edmon)of a newspaper. o
fﬁ‘a’ L\[sh{' i
Pl G‘

The following is

Pity the poor penny. @

Once, it had swagger. With a pedigree dating ba to 1787 )it was feted as the first currencygmheﬂzedrbMe

United States. As a money symbol, it was eemed—au%;—solld as the presndent 1al jaw Q%Abrdham Lincolp which

f'ﬁra/pﬁéif‘d on it in 1909. Boston’s own Paul Revere, tesident snlversmlth supplied some of the-copper for those
_Q bygone pennies. i s
\

A ™ =
ol ow, everywhere you turn around town the zinc- and coEB[er one-cent piece is taking it on the chin: Shoved out of

0 the economic picture by charge cards. Flung into the trash by people who think it’s mucky and worthless. Hijacked
Q by cashiers who assume you re among the 27 percent of Americans who don’t even keep frack of their loose change, N"’WM

according to a May 2005 survey conducted by Coinstar, providers of the self-service machines that help convert oA

|
| Q‘\ coins mto paper money ( e‘b
i @\" c

Intem you re introduced to a group called “Citizens for Retiring the Penny,” which advocates rounding WBA
(f icds to arest nickel, as have some members of Congress. The group was founded by a_1999 MIT graduate } .
amed Jeff Gore. - : C(Jc +

However, Gore did find the time to come up with

@osed on the group’s website:

algreens drug store chain estlmated that handll

son waiting in line (making for a total of three pgople’s lw\“w‘
time wasted in each transaction). We can the calculate hat the presence of pennies wastes (3 transactions/day) x #a
(2.25 seconds/transaction) x (3 people per tyansaction) 5 20 seconds per day. Probably only about half of the wasted [
time is directly connected with a cash transaction, giving a total of 40 wasted seconds per day per pex:z . This may a

not seem like a lot, but it translates to 40 x 365 / 3600 =4 hours per person per year. If each person’s time is worth | \Y

$15/hour then we aruve at the conclusion that each pers losing $6{\) er year, at a cost to the natieh of over $15
b;l:on per year. . { &' ﬁﬂ ibd P Q\,’ Q C,‘(‘lz [e_
. Jol\C
Y cuW \ b OM‘ 15 ..
0\0\ (6 ol S
" 7 ﬂ@( Ou(((/‘ S &p\

V/‘ © 2008 The College Board. All rights reserved. WQ
¢

Visit apcentra].collegeNoa(d %

et M
\C c{(l GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.
/(;V;, A W

ﬂ'( for AP professionals) and www.collegeboard.com/apstudents (for students and parents).


www.collegeboard.com/apstudents

2008 AP° ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS

e e e

(/w M') Source B (continued)

e ———
~On the other side of the coin,\@mond Knowles figures he has saved an average of about 90 pennies a day for the
ast 38 years: On his counter, in jugs, and finally in 55-gallon dfOff% in his garage.

In June, an armored car picked up his 4.5 tons of spare change, and had it recycled through Coinstar.

T —

o1 $13,084.59. . . .

That would be 1,308,459 pennies

“Penny Pinchers™ from The Boston Globe, by Ric Kahn, Globe Staff, October 9, 2005 q‘ﬂ/éx) w
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Source C

// =
Safire, William, #Abolish the Penny.” nytimes.com 2
'b [M\\ = 04. 3 November 2006 l Je

Jo (4 <http://select.nytimes.com/gst/abstract.html?res=F0 v \[a
CD ﬂ’ﬁ#{ oA D 0911F63C550C7 18CDDAF0894DC404482>. Mw
The following is Gin opmlonhe published in an online edition of a newspaper.
\_..-// o
The time has come to abolish the outdated{almost worthles othersomf.'}ﬂ wasteful nny. Even resldenL
Lincoln, who distrusted the notion of of paper mofiey because he thought he would have to sign each greenback, would

e ashdmed to have his face on rs spemom specie.
1ot ok

‘W“ That’s because you can’t buy anything with a penny any more. Penny candy? Not for sale at the five-and-dime
(which is now a “dollar store”). Penniy-ante poker? Pass the buck. Any vending machine? Put a pénny m and it will

ound |
S an alarm. Q‘ p{ﬁ )

There is no escapm economic history} i} Yakes nearly a dime today to buy what a penny bought back in 1950.
Despite this; the U.S. Minf Keeps churning out a billion pennies a month.

Where do they go? Twho-thirds of them immediately drop out of circulation, into piggy banks or—as The Times's

JOhn Tierney noted five years ago—behind chair cushions or at the back of sock drawers next to your old tin-foil
ball. Quarters and dimes mrcula@mes disappearbecause they are literally ﬂore trouble than they are worth.

Ay - - A N
The remaining 300 million or so—that’s 10 milliqn shiny ngiseless ifems punched out every day by government

workers who could be more usefully employed tracking counterfeiters—go toward driving retailers crazy. They
cost more ig€mployee-hours—¥o wait for buyers to fish them out, then to count, pack up and take them to the bank
—than it would cost to toss themgut. That’s why you see™ Wnext to every cash register; they save the
seller time and the buyer the incgnvgnience of lugging around loose change that tears holes in pockets and now sets
off alarms at every frisking—p/la

Why is the U.S. among th/e/last of the infustrialized nations to abolish-the peskiest lifMe bits of coinage? At the

their low-denomination coins

O
/ DQ(M % P! (of
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Source D >

d?lﬁtter to the New

Tor MNOV

York Times.
W/?//? 2006. <Www.

The following is an unpublished letter to the editor that was posted to the website of a special interest group.

June 3, 2004

Letters to the Editor

The New York Times

229 West 43rd Street

New York, N.Y. 10036-3959

(Via e-mail: letters@nytimes.com) C
(&

Dear Letters to the Editor: / 9’6\)

A
[ was disappointed to read Bill Safire’s embrace &Lgnce roundmgi)bohsh the Penny,” Op-Ed, June 2).
While most of the arguments by penny opponents have beeff‘souﬁﬂl’rewcted by the American public and Conoress
M. Safire’s inaccuracies about penny circulation and other countries’ use of low denomination coins must be
corrected.

@irst, the statement that the “U.S. is among the last industrialized naﬁ}s to abgl,lﬂ,h,nsiomd;:nommdtlon com (r”v,,.(
y

unts counter to the facts. The European Union’s adoption of the euro insldded acone-cent euro coin or “euro penny.
The choice for the smallest coin denomination was mainly based on European policymakers’ observation that in the
.najonty of member states the smallest coin denomination in circulation had a value equivalent to one cent. The EU
also sbught to'avoid the systematic rounding of prices. And in the mgLQLmdmtnzmzed countries, including Great ,9}\”0
ritain, Canada, Japan and the U.S., the penny or r penny- equ1val@nams in production Mares similar

percentages of total coins produced in those countries.

“Z Second, two-thirds of pennies do not “immediately drop out of circulation.” A 2002 study based on Federal
serve data indicated that the annual rate pennies disappear from circulation is surprisingly similar to alT other
forms-efour cojnage—around 5.6 percent.

eﬂe penny remaghs popular with the publigynd important to ourpriciw.

Mark W. Weller
Executive Director
Americans for Common Cents

: shmgton ne 3,2004
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Source E

“Abolish the Penn

e Harris Poll #3

asp"PID-480>

A Majority of the Public Says ‘No.”’
31 15 July 2004. 8 March 2006
W hamsmteractlve com/harris_poll/index

The following are data from a -

FAVOR ABOLISHING THE PENNY?

“Would you favor or oppose abolishing the penny so that the nickel would be the lowest denomination coin?” )

1 Income
| Total | Lessthan | $25,000 | $35,000- | $50.000- $75 000 v{i w
$25,000 $34,900 $49.,900 $74,900 - \\
% |< @ %\ % % - W X
Favor abolishing the | 23 16 26 25 24
U | L>\ L—’”j s e )//' 6A
Oppose abolishing _,EQ 62 S ——— —— 57 53 \L@g ¢
the penny
Not sure 8 [ 73 5 17 20 _af 15 DON‘T
— = ( ) Ckﬂf

The Harris Poll was conducted online within the Uni

cross section of 2,136 adults (aged 18 and over).

*@ e AMEW
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Source F
_’—""\\

“President Bush s(gns meoln Penny Redes1g\gto
Law.” Abrah2 etnial Commission. |

22 Dec(n/IbET‘%GSTS—MﬁfehQOQG

V/ﬁﬂp <http://www.lincolnbicentenni ss/news/12 Xo .

230527.php.>.

e Y

The following is w)

PRESIDENT BUSH SIGNS LINCOLN,EENNY‘REBES{GMINTO LAW
New Images on Coin’s Reverse @ark Lincoln’s 200th Btrmax

e g

Washmgton—Plesldent Bush yesterday signed into law leglslatlon directing the Secretary of the Treasury to
issue Lincoln pennies with four newly designed reverse, or “tails” side, images in 2009, the 200th anniversary of

Abraham Lincoln’s birth.
SN e by

Michael Bishop, executive director of the Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission, hailed the bill’s enac

an important accomplishment for the Commission because “the penny is perhaps isible and tangible

reminder of Lincoln’s significance in American history.”
k_\; —

-

the 200th anniversary of Lincoln’s birth.

S,

T Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commlsswn was created by Congressts,coordinate the national observance of

marking-different aspects of the

The new pennies will feature four new designs on therevers e of the coins,
16th president’s life: his birth and early childhood(in Kentucky; his formative yedrs in Indiana; bis professional

Tife Tn TITiniots; and his presidency in Washington.
50 years.

After 2009, the “tails” side of the coin w1lL Ire image em ]ematlc ot

ges in 2009 will be thefirstedesign of the penny in

T
e President meolh\preservatlon of>
St RN

the United States of Ameﬁpa as a mgle and united countrv ccording to the legislation.

The“Lincoln cent” first appeared during the centennial observation of Lincol

’s birthin l‘)r(lgggd\/represented a
depicteda real historical figure

~Mmajor departure from previous American coinage. For the first time, a U.S. co

ratner than the allegorical “Liberty” figures or the more generic “Indian hea

the penny. Victor David Brenner’s profile of Lincoln, which has appeared conty

hat immediately preceded Lincoln on
uously on the obverse, or “head”

side, of the penny since its introduction in 1909, will remain through and afterfthe 2009 bicentennial celebrations.

The original-penny-legislation was introduced in the Senate by Senator Dick Purb@lé-IL) d in the House by
Rep@ay LaHood ( ZIL), tWo of three co-chairs of the ALBC. It passed in the Senate oirNovember 18 and in the

House on December

m——

i
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Source G

w\ \!j'%? Pennies

The following are scanned images of pennies.
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